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Board News  

Upcoming Regular BOD Meetings: Regular Colony Board of Director meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of every 
month. The next meetings are Oct. 15th, 7pm  &  Nov. 19th, 7pm at the Colony Clubhouse.  There will not be a 
December Meeting this year. Remember to check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change.  Board meetings 
are open to all homeowners. Please check the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the open 
members forum. Your input is valued. 
Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the  Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com 
Click on About Us then Board/Meetings tab.  They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are 
posted four days prior to board meetings. 

Pool Heating: The board approved leaving the pool heat on since the weather is still warm, until October 31st.  We will 
review pool heating again during the October board meeting.   

Basketball Court:  The board tabled the vote on repaving the basketball court so that one of the vendors can submit 
additional information.  We currently have 2 bids for the project and would like one more comparable bid before 
awarding the contract to one of the companies.   

Tot Lots: The board approved the maintenance for the Tot Lots in Colony Park and the North Walk way to have the 
sand tilled, cleaned and additional sand added to the play area.   

Smart Irrigation Controller: The board tabled discussion on changing the irrigation controller that handles the Colony 
Park to a Smart controller.  Douglas Landscape has done a good job navigating the lower water allocations this 
summer and the current controllers are working. We ask all residents to be diligent in spotting and reporting common 
area water leaks.  

Halloween Family Fun Night  
Come one, come all to the Colony Clubhouse for Halloween 
Family  fun!  
 Crafts, games, snacks and frivolity! 
 Costume parade and contest!   

All ages welcome, costumes not required to join in the fun! 

 When: Saturday, Oct. 24 6-8 pm 
 Crafts & Games: 6-7:30 pm 
 Costume Parade 7:30 pm 
 Where: Colony Community Clubhouse 
 

Please bring a can of food for our food drive to support  Families Forward 
 

Questions? Please contact the Colony Recreation committee at 
 colonyrecreation@gmail.com 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Want to have fun seeing your neighbors and all the little 
ghouls and goblins? The Recreation Committee is looking for volunteers to help with 
the Halloween Family Fun Night. We need help with set-up, clean-up, crafts and 
games. Please email Melissa Allmann at colonyrecreation@gmail.com if you are inter-
ested helping with this or other events.   

TEENS: Looking for some Community Service Hours?  We would love to have your 
help! If you are interested in volunteering and fulfilling your community service hours 
requirements please call Melissa Allmann at (949) 653-5770 or email at:                     
colonyrecreation@gmail.com  

http://www.colonyirvine.com
http://www.colonyirvine.com/
mailto:colonyrecreation@gmail.com
mailto:colonyrecreation@gmail.com
mailto:colonyrecreation@gmail.com
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PROUD OF OUR LOCAL COLONY RESIDENT  

LOCAL COMPLETES BASIC TRAINING AT WEST 
POINT—September 2015 
WEST POINT, N.Y. – Cadet Elizabeth Lorraine 
Challenger, daughter of Ms. Corinne Challenger of 
Irvine, CA, completed Cadet Basic Training at the 
U.S. Military Academy.  

Elizabeth entered West Point on June 29 and 
has successfully completed six weeks of CBT. CBT is 
one of the most challenging events a cadet will 
encounter over the course of their four years at the 
academy. 

The initial military training program provides 
cadets with basic skills to instill 
discipline, pride, cohesion, 
confidence and a high sense of 
duty to prepare them for entry 
into the Corps of Cadets. Areas 
of summer instruction included 
first aid, mountaineering, hand 
grenades, rifle marksmanship 

and nuclear, biological, and chemical training. 

Elizabeth began classes Aug. 17. The West Point 
curriculum offers 37 majors balancing physical 
sciences and engineering with humanities and social 
sciences leading to a Bachelor of Science degree. 

Elizabeth graduated from Irvine High School in 
2015. She plans to graduate from West Point in 
2019 and be commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army.  

Irvine Community Events  
U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon 2015 

October 8-11 & 15-18 Come to the Orange County Great 
Park to explore solar-powered houses imagined, designed 
and built by college students from around the world. The 
City of Irvine is proud to once again host the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy Solar Decathlon, a competition that chal-
lenges teams to construct energy-efficient, attractive hous-
es of the future that offer real energy solutions today. 
On October 8-11 and October 15-18 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
15 teams will open their houses for free public tours. Team 
Orange County, which comprises students from UC Irvine, 
Irvine Valley College, Chapman University and Saddleback 
College, is competing for the first time. 

Kids will have a blast at this family-friendly event, which will 
include bounce houses and other activities for the little 
ones. For details, go to solardecathlon.gov or 
cityofirvine.org. 

Spooktacular Fundays 

Oct 24-25 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Orange County Great Park 

Scare away hunger at Spooktacular Fun Days by bringing 
cans or non-perishable food items to support local food 
banks. Families are invited to enjoy traditional fall activities 
including a pumpkin patch, treats, games, crafts and more. 
Costumes are encouraged! Space is limited; registration 
required. Free admission and parking. For more information 
and to register, visit ocgp.org/events. 

Trick or Treat at the Senior Center 

October 30 9:30-11 a.m. Lakeview Senior Center 

Bring your little ghouls and goblins to the Lakeview Senior 
Center for a morning of Halloween fun! Featuring special 
trick-or-treat stations, snacks and Halloween activities, this 
annual event is a safe and spooktacular way to celebrate. 
Tours last approximately 30 minutes, drop-in between 9:30-
11 a.m. $3 per person; register for course #153923 online at 
irvinequickreg.org. Walk-ups will be accepted until supplies 
run out. Preschools and organizations must pre-register. 
Ages 2-6. For more information, call 949-724-6808. 

Irvine Police Chief Dave Maggard Announces 
Retirement   

City Manager Sean Joyce announced the retire-
ment of Irvine Police Department (IPD) Chief David L. 
Maggard, Jr. after 13 years of distinguished service 
to the Irvine community. Chief Maggard has served 
as IPD Chief of Police for 12 years and Deputy Chief 
for one year. During Chief Maggard’s tenure, the City 
of Irvine was recognized as the safest city in America 
for 10 consecutive years.   

City Manager Joyce also announced that he has 
appointed IPD Deputy Chief Mike Hamel as the next 
Irvine Chief of Police upon Maggard’s retirement. 
Deputy Chief Hamel began his law enforcement ca-
reer at the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), 
where he was the Honor Graduate at the LAPD 
Academy.  He has served the Irvine community for 
20 years and has extensive management experience, 
working in virtually every area of the Department.  

Pool and Park Notes 
The Colony Pool had a great summer. Life guard services 

ended Labor Day weekend and will not start up until next 
summer.  Please be reminded that the pool closes at 10 pm 
and residents are asked to be out of the pool and park area 
after 10pm.  

On another note there have been several coyote 
sightings in the park recently. The coyotes seem to like to 
walk behind the tennis courts and sit on the small hill behind 
the volleyball court. Please be aware when you are out at 
night or very early in the morning. Keep your distance as they 
are usually shy but unpredictable. Also keep your pets in at 
night as a cat or small dog are just what they like for dinner. 

http://www.solardecathlon.gov/
http://www.cityofirvine.org/
http://www.ocgp.org/events/
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Violations, ARC Applications and Yard 
Maintenance 
by Eileen Tsai 

Some homeowners think violation letters are issued 
by the Architectural Review Committee.  That is not the 
case in The Colony.  Violation letters come from Accell, 
our property management company .  Any homeowner or 
renter can notify the property manager if violations of 
Architectural Guidelines are observed (be sure to specify 
nearest address and give a detailed description).  Mem-
bers of the architectural committee help write and update 
the guidelines so may be more likely to notice when viola-
tions occur.  However, we only notify the property man-
ager, same as everyone else.  The property manager 
makes regular trips to check the condition of Colony prop-
erties and decides when violation letters are appropriate.  
If violation letters are not acted on within a timely man-
ner, the issue may go before the Hearing Panel and then 
fines may be imposed.  The architectural committee is not 
involved with fines. 

Sometimes violation letters are issued for yard clean-
up, items or trash containers left out, or repair issues 
where the homeowner is expected to take action quickly 
on their own.  Significant long-term changes such as paint 
color, fence/gate/window replacement, roofing, turf re-
placement to something different, driveways, brickwork 
or flagstones, large tree plantings or replacement, or oth-
er major landscaping require an application to the Archi-
tectural Review Committee to ensure proposed changes 
are in accordance with the Guidelines. If no application 
was received before these changes are made, the proper-
ty manager may issue a violation letter.  Please note that 
the Guidelines apply to areas of the property visible from 
the public sidewalk or street, including backyard walls, 
patio covers or storage sheds higher than fence level, not 
unseen areas. 

Applications to the Architectural Review Committee 
can be found online at the colonyirvine.com website or by 
request to Accell.  Applications can be submitted by mail 
to Accell, by email, dropped off to my home, or in person 
to the monthly meetings at 7pm on the first Thursday of 
each month at the Clubhouse.  Please make sure all 5 pag-
es of the application are filled out completely with a de-
tailed description of work to be done, contractor/painter 
or workman name and phone number is listed, a photo of 
the front of your property is attached, paint chips 
attached if painting, brochure attached for window/door/
garage door/fence/roof/patio cover/flagstone or other 
exterior products, etc.  Please be sure to mark which 
product in the brochure you plan to install.  Exhibit A, B or 
C pages may be required. 

Thank you to the many homeowners who have re-
cently submitted applications for replacing turf lawns with 
drought-tolerant plants.  It is encouraging to see so many 
people care about limiting water use.  Planting ground-
cover, flowers, bushes and trees does take a lot more 
planning and care than installing turf.  On these applica-
tions, a detailed scale drawing is required to show what 
the finished yard should look like plus a list of plant 
names and other materials planned, such as type of 
mulch, stepping stones, rocks, drip irrigation or micro-
sprinklers, etc.  This may seem like a lot of trouble, but 
the committee 
needs to know that 
a detailed yard de-
sign was planned 
rather than miscella-
neous plants thrown 
together.  Certain 
plants require more 
upkeep than others 
or may overwhelm 
the planned spot at 
mature size.  A well-
designed yard with 
or without grass can 
be a pleasure for 
many years. 

Note that in our 
area November is considered the best time to plant.  Oc-
tober is a great time to prepare the soil, hardscape and 
irrigation lines ahead of time.  Tree trimming should be 
done before new leaves appear in spring.  Drop by our 
meetings at the Clubhouse if you would like free advice or 
suggestions.  We also have names and phone numbers of 
workers recommended by Colony homeowners.   

We are your neighbors and want you to succeed so 
that we can all enjoy your new home appearance or yard.  
Keep in mind that whatever type of home exterior and 
yard you choose to have, it will take work.  Good luck! 

http://colonyirvine.com/
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Artificial Turf 
By Myra Radlow 

As the California drought continues, it is tempting to 
remove natural turf and replace it with artificial turf.  Alt-
hough the Water District is offering rebates for removing 
natural turf, installing artificial turf is still expensive.  It 
may be cheaper to install a native plant garden.  Another 
concern with artificial turf is the fact that it becomes very 
hot in direct sunlight.  In a 2008 study, conducted by 
Brigham Young University, researchers found that the 
surface temperature of artificial turf is 37 degrees hotter 
than asphalt, and 86.5 degrees hotter than natural turf.  
(http://aces.nmsu.edu/programs/turf/documents/
brigham-young-study.pdf)  If artificial turf is irrigated 
(squirted with a hose) to cool it, it does cool down, but 
the effect only lasts for about 5 minutes, within 20 
minutes it is nearly as hot as it originally was.  The study 
found that temperatures on the surface of artificial turf 
could easily get as high as 175 degrees.   The researchers 
emphasized that exposure of as little as 10 minutes to 
120 degree temperatures can injure or burn human skin.  
If you have children or pets, or if children or pets ever 
visit, this surface temperature problem caused by artifi-
cial turf is a serious concern. 

Another concern is the materials placed under artifi-
cial turf to make it level and drain quickly.  Some compa-
nies lay down a layer of crumbled automobile tires as part 
of the installation process.  This may lead to several con-

taminants, including heavy metals, carcinogens, and 
phthalates, seeping down into the ground and perhaps 
into the water table, or into nearby rivers or other bodies 
of water.  Furthermore, it is estimated to take longer than 
25 years for the layer of crumbled rubber to completely 
break down, thereby continually exposing you and the 
environment to toxins the entire time.  Lastly, while rare, 
artificial turf can catch on fire, and an artificial lawn on 
fire is also rubber tires on fire, which will release toxicity 
to the air, ground, and into the water run off. (http://
www.njwec.org/PDF/Factsheets/fact-artificialterf.pdf)  

Even professional athletes prefer natural turf to artifi-
cial turf.  Before the start of the FIFA Women’s World Cup 
in July, players took legal action to protest being asked to 
play on artificial turf during the World Cup matches.  Both 
male and female soccer players strongly prefer to play on 
natural turf because they feel it causes less impact on 
their bodies, fewer injuries, and truer ball movement. 

So what else can be done?  One alternative is 
clover.  Clover has several benefits, it stays green 
better than turf in hot, dry conditions; can take light 
foot traffic, requires no fertilizer since it produces its 
own nitrogen and releases it to the ground; some 
varieties do not need mowing; and it has a deep 
root system that naturally prevents compacted soil, 
thus allowing the ground to absorb water better.  
(https://haycockwildlifehabitat.wordpress.com) 
Some other “turf-like” ground covers include:  Blue 
Star Creeper (height of 3 inches and can take heavy 
foot traffic), Green Carpet Rupturewort (height of 3 
inches and can take some foot traffic), Kidney Weed 
also called Dichondra Micrantha (height of 2 inches 
and can take light foot traffic), and Elfin Thyme 
(height of 2 inches, takes foot traffic while releasing 
a pleasant scent!).  (http://www.gardenista.com/
posts/fields-of-green-5-favorite-lawn-substitutes)  

KEEP PESTS AWAY FROM YOUR HOME 
 
Below are some reminder notes from our visit this 
summer from our local vector control representa-
tive.  
 Empty areas of standing water. 

 Get free mosquito fish from 
Orange County Mosquito and 
Vector Control. 

 Don’t leave out food or water for pets, even in 
garages. 

 Coyotes have been seen in our neighborhood – 
keep your cats indoors at night.  

 Rats like to live in dark, dry, quiet places four or 
more feet off of the ground.  
Keep your shrubs trimmed to 
reduce their appeal to rats. 
Trim tree branches away 
from your home – they can 
jump up to two feet and get 
on your roof from a nearby 
tree. 

 Rats LOVE the seeds in bird-
feeders – do what you can to 
make them for birds only! 

 DO NOT POISON RATS – it will spread the poi-
son to the rest of the food chain and harm oth-
er animals. 

http://www.njwec.org/PDF/Factsheets/fact-artificialterf.pdf
http://www.njwec.org/PDF/Factsheets/fact-artificialterf.pdf
https://haycockwildlifehabitat.wordpress.com
http://www.gardenista.com/posts/fields-of-green-5-favorite-lawn-substitutes
http://www.gardenista.com/posts/fields-of-green-5-favorite-lawn-substitutes
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Do you have an item of general interest 
for the Colonist? Please submit your article 

to 
 colonistnewsletter@gmail.com 

for consideration in upcoming newsletters.  
The deadline is November, 19, 2015 

Comments and suggestions are welcome! 

Community Phone Numbers  
Government 
Animal Control ····························· 949-724-7740 
City of Irvine································· 949-724-6000 
Graffiti Hotline  ···························· 949-724-7196  
Hazardous Waste Center ············· 714-834-4000 
Heritage Library  ·························· 949-936-4040 
Irvine Unified School District  ······· 949-936-5000  
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls) 
  ···················································· 714-573-6000 
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control   
  ··················································   714-971-2421  
Police (administrative)  ················ 949-724-7000 
Public Works ································ 949-724-7511 
Recycling Information ·················· 949-724-7669  

 
Utilities 
Waste Management  ··················· 949-642-1191 
Irvine Ranch Water District  ········ 949-453-5300 
Southern California Edison  ········· 800-990-7788  
Street Lights  ································ 800-655-4555  
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage 
3"street lights") 
The Gas Company ························ 800-427-2200  
Cox Communications ··················· 949-249-1212 
 

Other: 
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store 
  ···················································· 800-252-4613  
Walnut Shopping Center Security  
    ·················································· 714-532-3152  
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek 
 contact Accell (see calendar page for info) 
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape 
  contact Accell (see calendar page for info)  

Colony Classifieds 

Pet sitter: Going away on vacation? Need someone to feed your 
pets or walk your dog while you’re gone? I can help you if you 
need a pet sitter. My name is Adam and I am 15 years old. If 
you’re interested please call 714-244-7656. 

 

Little Angels Family Child Care 
Managed by two sisters  Elle & Azita. Free Play,  
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance & 
Music.  
Fist Aid/ CPR, LiC# 304206336 
Tel: 949 653 6137 
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com 

 

Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer? 

Place an ad in the Colonist. Email 
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information. 

Tennis Committee  

Remember tennis court reservations are online at    
HoldMyCourt.com  
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/
colonyclub  
 
 
Please register and try it out - the club 
code is 3611.   

ATTN COLONY RESIDENTS 
The ARC committee needs volunteers! 

Easy work, once a month, Thursday evening. 
Full-time or Part-time volunteers welcome. 

 For questions or to sign up contact:  
Myra Radlow at 949-857-4633 

THANK YOU!! 

Please Share the Side Walk 
As the new school year has started, it is a good time to remem-
ber to please  share the side walk.  Children riding bikes to 
school  should slow down and be careful when pedestrians  are 
near by.  You may prevent an accident by being courteous to 
your neighbors.   

mailto:colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
tel:714-244-7656
http://www.thelittleangelschildcare.com/
mailto:colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub


Clubhouse Reservations  
Planning a party or event?  

Reservations are easy  to make! 
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com  

or call: Mari Jordan  
949.581.4988 Ext. 268  Fax 949.581.9785  

mari@accellpm.com   

Accell Property Management  
Shanne Ho shanne@accellpm.com 
23046 Avenida de la Carlota,  Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
 

Office: 949-581-4988  Ext. 263 Fax : 949-581-9785 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290 

 OCTOBER 2015  

NOVEMBER 2015  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 ARC Meeting   

7:00  PM Clubhouse 

2 3 

4 
 

5 6 7 8  
 

Street sweeping 

9 10  
 

11 

 
 

12 
 
 

13 14  
            

15 
BOD Meeting   

7:00  PM Clubhouse 

16 17 

18 
 

 

19 20 21 

 

22 

Street sweeping 

 

23 24Family Fun 

Night 6PM  
Colony Clubhouse 

25 26  
            

27 
 

28 29 

 

30 

 

31 

Halloween 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 End Daylight 

Savings 

2 3 4 
 

5 
ARC Meeting   

7:00  PM Clubhouse 

6 7 
 

 

8 
  

9 10 11 
Veterans Day 

12 
 

 Street sweeping 

13 14 

15 

 

16 17 

 

18 
 

19 
BOD Meeting   

7:00 PM Clubhouse        

20 
 

21 

22 23 24 25 
 

26 
Thanksgiving Day 

27 28 

29 30  
 

 
 

 

  
 

mailto:goaccell@accellpm.com
mailto:mari@accellpm.com
mailto:shanne@accellpm.com

